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Enrollment

	Grade
	8-13-07
	9-27-07
	2-13-08
	4-14-08

	Preschool
	4
	10
	15
	16

	Kindergarten
	9
	14
	14
	13

	1st Grade
	7
	10
	10
	8

	2nd Grade
	8
	9
	9
	9

	3rd Grade
	9
	10
	10
	9

	4th Grade
	5
	10
	11
	11

	5th Grade
	10
	16
	17
	17

	6th Grade
	20
	25
	26
	27

	7th Grade
	19
	25
	26
	26

	8th Grade
	15
	21
	22
	22

	Totals
	106
	150
	160
	158


Despite a decline in enrollment from last year, we have experienced continued growth throughout this school year.  Our recent student losses are due to the relocation of parents for employment purposes.  The changes in enrollment in our vicariate schools have been mixed.  Both East China and Algonac Public Schools have reported decline in enrollment.  At this time, we are anticipating a declined in enrollment for the 2008-2009 school year.

Marketing
One of our main marketing tools is the Our Lady on the River Parish Bulletin.  It important that we identify Holy Cross Catholic School as the parish school for Our Lady on the River Catholic Parish.  In addition, we have been able to utilize The Times Herald, The Voice, and The Michigan Catholic.  In our advertising, we use our mission statement:  Educating Tomorrow’s Christian Leaders followed by our belief that we  A Proud Part of Our Lady on the River Parish.

Faith Formation
Our eighth graders celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday, April 13 with Bishop Earl Boyea.  The second graders made their First Reconciliation on February 11.  Students in grades 3-8 also celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent and Lent.  Our second graders will make their First Holy Communion on Saturday, April 19.  This year, our students attended the Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on the first Friday of each month.  We also celebrated the Stations of the Cross on Tuesday, March 18.  Finally, we continue to bring canned goods to Mass each month for our “Food on the First” collection for St. Vincent de Paul.

Activities

This year we added an equestrian team, in conjunction with Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School, to our extracurricular offerings for students in grades 6-8.  We also added a drama club, which performed Mr. Scrooge Finds Christmas at the East China Performing Arts Center on December 19.  The Holy Cross Drama Club will be performing Through the Looking Glass in the Holy Cross Gymnasium on May 28, 2008.
On May 5, 2008, Holy Cross Catholic School will hold its first National Junior Honors Society Induction.  Thirty-six students (grades 6-8) will be inducted into The Our Lady on the River Chapter of the NJHS.

In sporting news, the Holy Cross Flag Football Team took first place in the Blue Water Parochial League, with an undefeated season and tournament victory.  Our other sports teams also continue to thrive.

School Climate

I have found a very positive environment at Holy Cross Catholic School.  The staff is very supportive and works well together in providing quality Catholic education.  I have also found that our families have been very welcoming to both myself and our new families.  I also appreciate the warm welcome and support that Fr. Lopez and the parish staff have demonstrated this year.
