Our Lady on the River Parish Council Minutes

Monday, November 10, 2008
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Fr. Jim Lopez


Matt Fett III (Pres.)


Bev Simon 
Sr. Mary Ann Ankoviak, CSJ
David Schweihofer (V-Pres.)
Paul S. Ivan 





Catherine Nutter (Sec.)

Sandy Malik 











Stephanie Spencer

MEMBERS EXCUSED:  

Fr. Matt Ellis



Ralph Buchman



OTHERS PRESENT:
Bobbi Ivan



Mary Endres



Carol Fett
OPENING Fr. Jim began the meeting in prayer at 6:34.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES  
Bobbi Ivan said that Mary Patrick asked her to clarify the previous month’s minutes on her behalf:

A. All the sites have their own libraries, but at the time of the last meeting, Mrs. Salvador 
               was still in the process of making the boxes to hold the circulation cards.


B. At this time, all the boxes are in place and more books have been added to each site.

Catherine motioned to approve the minutes; Stephanie seconded; all approved.

David Schweihofer mentioned that he had not received these or any of the previous months’ minutes.  Catherine said she’d notify Pam.
AUDIENCE ADDRESS    No audience members raised any issues.
VICARIATE PARISH COUNCIL   The VPC will meet this coming Wednesday.
PASTOR’S REPORT
1. Ralph Buchman gave Fr. Jim his letter of resignation from the council; he moved to Florida.  We wish him well and thank him for his time on parish council.

2. Fr. Matt will lead an Advent scripture study.  Information will be in the bulletin and given during announcements.

3. Fr. Jim would like the Office of Parish Life (from the AOD) to host a Lenten Series. 

4.  The Office of Parish Life will be pushing up the date for the Our Lady on the River audit to a sooner time.  It is standard procedure to have these audits done, especially when a new pastor has come in.  They are behind on their audits—one was supposed to be done here prior to Fr. Jim’s arrival.

5. We have seen a 6% decrease in offertory collections.  This is the case diocesan-wide. 
       Question:  Has there been a Mass attendance count?  

       Answer:  Not yet.  Father will take it up with the Ushers’ Club (and Tom Cooke.)

6. Cardinal Mooney has received a $300,000 loan from the AOD and approval from the Cardinal for its expansion project—the money goes to the high school and not the parish.  Their expansion project will begin in the spring if not sooner.

7. Craig LaDuke should have something for Fr. Jim to review in the next few weeks regarding the building of a garage-structure on the St. Catherine site.  Craig will be looking at the financial feasibility of this task and send some people out to conduct surveys.
COMMISSION REPORTS  
Stewardship:  Fr. Jim said the committee would probably meet at the end of the month.

Christian Service: 

1. Senior Bingo:  62 guests (fewer than the time before with 90).  Guests had a good time and received a complimentary lunch.  For the first time, Christian Service put out a “donation box” for financial contributions from the guests.  $115 was collected and has been earmarked for “those in need.”  Two families in need will receive assistance for their Thanksgiving meals.
2.  The Giving Trees from all three sites will be coordinated.  St. Mark and St. Catherine will combine their donations to be given to three charities; Holy Cross has five additional charities that it donates to.  The trees will go up the Saturday after Thanksgiving.

3. Christian Service has new chair-persons: Linda Newman and Virginia D’anton.

4. Sr. Mary Ann thanked Mary Endres for helping to get the Giving Tree started at Holy Cross today with all the information that she shared.

OLD BUSINESS  There was no old business.
NEW BUSINESS / MEMBER REPORTS / ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS
1.  Carol Fett asked if there was a better way to coordinate when committee reports were scheduled to be given with when the committees actually met—it seemed like many of the committees hadn’t met before this meeting.  Bobbi said that that doesn’t happen all the time.
2. Sr. Mary Ann reported that RCIA will receive their Rite of Acceptance / Rite of Welcoming into Full Membership at the 10:00 Mass this Sunday.

3.  Bobbi Ivan asked if the other committees took minutes at their meetings.  It would be nice to incorporate those minutes into the council’s records.  It might help coordinate activities in the parish.  Sr. Mary Ann said many of the events were on the parish’s calendar.  She also reminded everyone that the bulletin lists all the upcoming events.

CONCLUDING PRAYER  At 6:52, Mary Endres closed the meeting with Psalm 100:
Shout joyfully to the Lord!
Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Nutter

Parish Council Secretary
                         
                                              Next meeting: Monday, January 12, 2008, at Holy Cross, 6:30 PM.
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