Minutes for Our Lady on the River Parish Council 

                          Oct 13, 2008
Members Present:
Fr. Jim Lopez

Matt Fett (Pres)


Bev Simon

Sandy Malik

Fr. Matt Ellis

David Schweihofer (V-Pres)

Paul S. Ivan

Stephanie Spencer

Sr. Mary Ann


Members Absent:
Catherine Nutter (Sec)

Ralph Buchman

Others Present:
Sr. Geraldine Arnold


Mary Patrick

Bobbi Ivan




Carol Fett



Mary Endres

Barbara Persyn


The meeting was opened at 6:32 pm with a prayer. 

A motion was made to approve the previous meeting minutes by Paul Ivan and seconded by Sandy Malik.
Audience Addresses – There were none.
Vicariate Report
Bobbi Ivan indicated that this year, Our Lady on the River Parish would be limited to two representatives.  The present circumstance of Sandy McNeely’s plan to step down and Jeremy Burke moving out of the parish naturally flowed into meeting this requirement. 

The Archdiocesan Pastoral Council is planning an all-Vicariate assembly to be held in March 2009 to discuss mutual goals and objectives, best practices, and ways to improve inter-communication. 

Christian Service has updated its outreach information to include AA and NA meeting sites and local senior services, and will be adding similar ‘secular’ resources in the future.  They are also discussing the possibility of offering a money management program to help people develop personal and household financial skills.

The Council of Vicars will focus on three topics in the coming year: pastoral care of the sick, parish funeral policies, and catechesis on the new Sacramentary (expected to be approved in 2012/2013).

Bobbi also shared information about a workshop that she and Catherine attended on October 8, 2008, at St, Mary School in St. Clair.  The workshop, “Called by Christ, Gifted by the Spirit”, introduced the Archdiocesan stewardship program and was held in lieu of the October VPC meeting.  This program is meant to enhance our Catholic understanding of the meaning of real Stewardship. It encompasses much more than what many think of as dealing with money.

While indicating that with all that our Parish has on its plate right now, this may not be the best time to initiate a Stewardship Program, Bobbi did provide a handout that described the “7 Habits of a Highly Successful Stewardship Parish”.  Bobbi indicated that after reviewing this information, it was easy to see that it offered information and direction in the development of our Parish whether we were looking to begin a Stewardship Program or not. 

More information can be accessed at the Archdiocese of Detroit’s website, www.aodonline.org  under the ‘Offices & Ministries, Development Department, Christian Stewardship Education’ topic.

Pastor’s Report 

Fr. Jim informed us that the grade school passed the Vicariate Review for validating Catholic Schools.
Fr. Jim mentioned that he would be attending the Vicariate Clergy meeting on Tuesday, October 14th where the clergy would be discussing a number of things, including the Stewardship program and the upcoming Advent season.
With Election Day rapidly approaching Fr. Jim talked briefly about Proposal 2 and the need for us to be diligent in determining whether the information that is provided regarding the Church’s stance is really coming from the Archdiocese or the American Conference of Bishops. Some of the information that is out there this year may appear to be accurate but is not.
Fr. Matt furthered the discussion by expanding it into a discussion of what is appropriate involvement for the leaders of the Catholic Church when the direction of Church and State inter-twine. He showed us a booklet entitled “Election and Political Activities Guide” (from The Michigan Catholic Conference of the Arch-diocese of Detroit) which will soon be available for parishioners, either as a bulletin insert or at the back of church.
Worship Commission Report

Mary Patrick reported that our church site libraries are up and running. She indicated that Fr. Sig had recently donated some books and St. Mark’s is still working on providing circulation boxes for the cards of the books.
Sr. Mary Ann reported that the expanded Mass schedule has been a success and made special mention of the continued increase in attendance at the 7 pm Sunday Mass. 

Fr. Jim is considering an overall evaluation to determine if the new schedule has helped to increase the overall attendance at Mass.

Sr. Mary Ann also shared that the RCIA Program was going well and that the Worship Commission was looking forward to preparing an agenda for Advent Season.
Old Business – none

New Business

Fr. Matt announced that he would be conducting an Advent Series for Adults.

This Series would begin Thursday December 4th and continue for the next 3 consecutive Thursdays to be held in the Church at Holy Cross.

Since this is the year of St. Paul, the epistles of St. Paul would be the focus.

Fr. Jim announced that there will be a Marine City Ecumenical Series for the Lenten Season.  It will be a 4-week program with each church hosting one week.  The session held at Holy Cross Church will pertain to “Suffering.”

He also mentioned that in addition to the ecumenical series, Our Lady on the River Parish will be having its own Lenten Program.
The meeting ended at 7:34 pm with a closing prayer led by Mary Endres.
Submitted by Paul Ivan                      


NEXT MEETING Nov. 10, 6:30 at St. Catherine
