Our Lady on the River Parish Council Minutes

Monday, March 9, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Fr. Matt Ellis (arrived at 6:55)

David Schweihofer (V-Pres.)
Bev Simon 
Sr. Mary Ann Ankoviak, CSJ
Catherine Nutter (Sec.)

Paul S. Ivan 










Stephanie Spencer
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  

Fr. Jim Lopez


Matt Fett III (Pres.)
OTHERS PRESENT:
Judy Beauvais


Bobbi Ivan



Mary Endres

Mary Patrick



Sr. Geraldine Arnold

Virginia D’Antoni
OPENING Sr. Mary Ann opened the meeting in prayer at 6:36.  
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES  After a clarification was made to the Stewardship report and a correction was made in the attendance, Paul Ivan motioned to approve the minutes; Stephanie Spencer seconded; all approved.
AUDIENCE ADDRESS   Virginia D’Antoni requested that the financial report for St. Catherine’s festival be published for the perusal of the general public.  She stated that several parishioners have been wanting to view the report.

Judy Beauvais said that the Stewardship Commission had seen the report, and she intends to print it in the bulletin for the rest of the parishioners to examine as well.  She also wants to include information about Maritime Days and the Harvest Dinner in that printing.
VICARIATE PARISH COUNCIL   Bobbi Ivan reported on the Feb. 11th VPC meeting that she and Catherine Nutter attended:
1. Possible Lenten Adult Formation:  As a way to stimulate community-wide discussion, the Directors of Religious Education are considering developing a program for next year that each parish could present to parishioners for Lenten Adult Formation and Study.  

2. Forum for Young Adult Religious Discussion:  Starting March 1, 2009, and every consecutive first Sunday, all young adults ages 18-35 and senior high school students are invited to the Raven (in downtown Port Huron) at 1 p.m. for coffee and conversation.  Some topics being considered are: 

a. Lives of the Saints -- which saint can you relate to?

b. Catholic Young Adults -- what is our place in the Church?

c. Confirmation -- what do we do now?

d. Catechesis 101 -- brush up and Q/A

e. What’s Your Beef? -- things in the Church you do not understand Q/A

David Schweihofer commented that he wished a similar program would be initiated for an older age group of Catholic adults.  Bobbi Ivan agreed that the program sounded appealing to her as well, and she assumed that other age groups would benefit from this type of activity.

3. Homelessness Prevention and Crisis Project:  One of our area’s emergency shelter programs, Safe Horizons, has joined with the Department of Human Services of St. Clair County, United Way of St Clair County, and the Community Action Agency of St. Clair County under the auspices of the St. Clair County Community Services Coordinating Body to develop the Homelessness Prevention and Crisis Project (HPCP). The HPCP purpose is to prevent homelessness on a short term emergency basis for St. Clair County residents by providing emergency funding and/or support services for those residents who are not qualified for any other funding and who might otherwise become homeless without immediate financial assistance.  

4. Funeral Vigil Teams:  There is some interest in offering Vicariate training for “Funeral Vigil Teams” (consisting of a prayer leader, a lector/reader, and a cantor), to minister at parish funeral services.  This will be discussed with Vicariate clergy.

5. The Vicariate Mass with Archbishop Vigneron held on February 4th at St. Stephen Church was attended by about five hundred people in spite of the bad weather. The Archbishop stayed until the very end and greeted everyone personally.   

6. Parishes need to make sure that their Protecting God’s Children program survey has been sent to the AOD Office for Safe Environments.  The address is on the survey.

Once approved, the complete minutes are available on the Vicariate website, http://www.bluewatervicariate.org 
COMMISSION REPORTS  
Worship Commission Mary Patrick and Sr. Mary Ann reported:
1. Vocation Parish Crucifix: The Worship Commission has organized a Vocation Parish Crucifix program.  For the first two weeks of Lent, all three sites have sent a crucifix and a binder (containing prayers for vocations with a reflection journal) home with a family or individual.  Special thanks go to Sr. Geraldine for compiling the binders.
2. Our Lady on the River Acts as a Host Parish:  OLR members Marilou Klein, Sr. Geraldine Arnold, CSJ, and Eileen Tesch were pictured on the cover of the most recent edition of The Michigan Catholic, where they are carrying candles for a Rite of Election ceremony that took place this past weekend.   Our Lady on the River was one of the host parishes for the ceremony. Parish members arrived early to set up and provide hospitality for the other attendees.  Sr. Mary Ann received a thank-you note for their hard work in the mail today from representatives of the AOD.
3. Lenten Children’s Liturgy:  Holy Cross and St. Catherine are participating in the children’s liturgy program.

4. Lenten and Easter Schedule:  Events, dates, and times for Lenten activities, Triduum times, and Easter Mass times have been published in the bulletin.

5. Living Stations of the Cross:  Preparations are in the works for the young adults’ presentation of the Stations of the Cross.  Kirsten Lents and Catherine Nutter will be organizing the event, which will take place at noon on Good Friday at St. Catherine.

6. Participation of Catechumens during Lent and Easter:  On Holy Thursday the Catechumens will be the individuals whose feet are washed by the priest.  In addition, some of the newly initiated Catholics will serve as EME’s at the Easter Vigil Mass.
Because the topic of the Easter Vigil Mass came up, Paul Ivan asked Sr. Mary Ann if the lectors could be given the Vigil readings ahead of time.  She said that will happen.

Education Commission    No report this month.
PASTOR’S REPORT  Fr. Matt reported on behalf of Fr. Jim:
1. St. Mark Spring Cleaning:  In response to an issue presented by Stephanie Spencer at the previous parish council meeting, Fr. Jim agrees St. Mark’s spring cleaning should be done; but parish volunteers (and not necessarily hired professionals) should be able to do the bulk of the work.  If there are some things that volunteers cannot do, then we can seek some professionals to accomplish the task.

Stephanie Spencer commented that the types of jobs that need to be done require climbing on scaffolding—something that the members of St. Mark cannot do.  Fr. Matt observed that there was a lot of wood to care for in the chapel and asked Stephanie if that was the parishioners’ concern.  Stephanie said she would get specific details from those requesting the cleaning about what it was they wanted done.
2. Health Department Report:  St. Catherine received a good report from the health department on our annual kitchen inspection.  We are in compliance and will have another inspection sometime in August.

3. Boilers:  The boilers at St. Catherine have been repaired and are working fine.

4. Stained Glass Windows:  Holy Cross will be seeing the stained glass windows fixed and a new protective covering replacing the old sometime in May.  The contract has been signed and a check has been sent to begin the project.

5. School Open House:  Holy Cross School had its open house yesterday, and it was well-attended by families in the area.  Some even came from St. Mary in St. Clair.  Fr. Jim hopes this will put to rest the rumor that we might be closing at the end of the year.  Neither Fr. Jim nor the Archbishop has any desire to close any school in the Vicariate.  Maintaining a school is part of a parish mission statement and every effort will be made to keep ours open.

OLD BUSINESS  
1. Senior Bingo:  Virginia D’Antoni updated the council on one of last month’s activities: The Christian Service Commission’s Senior Bingo was held on February 11.  The attendees contributed $129 to a Free-Will Donation Box.  This money was, in turn, given to the Algonac St. Vincent de Paul.
2. Holy Cross Boiler:  Fr. Matt stated that the problems with the boiler seemed to be nearly resolved.  Judy added that SEMCO came and adjusted the gas pressure and that the situation is better, but there still is an issue with it.

NEW BUSINESS / MEMBER REPORTS  
1. Parish Council Membership:  Catherine Nutter suggested that next year’s membership seats be announced shortly.  Paul Ivan’s and Matt Fett’s terms are ending this May.  Sandy Malik’s spot is still vacant.  Depending on whether the council will run with six or seven members, either two or three spots will be offered to parish members willing to volunteer their time.  Traditionally, the names are drawn on Pentecost, which is May 31st. 
2. Amount of Precious Blood at Mass:  David Schweihofer reported that a parishioner wanted him to ask about the amount of wine consecrated at the Masses.  The parishioner’s complaint is that at Holy Cross’s 9:30 Mass, the precious blood is usually completely consumed before he has the opportunity to receive it.
A discussion followed about how much wine should be set out for a Mass, whether or not a priest should adjust the amount of wine he consecrates based on the number of people he sees in the church that morning, and whether or not precious blood can ever be stored instead of being consumed immediately.  

It was clarified that the consecrated wine should never be stored.  In addition, it is a problem when the EME’s have to consume large amounts of precious blood because it is left over.  To avoid this, a priest could possibly adjust how much wine he consecrates, but how practical is this?  At the end of the discussion, Sr. Mary Ann suggested the parishioner sit closer to the front to ensure he receives the precious blood.  
CONCLUDING PRAYER  At 7:35, Mary Endres closed the meeting with Thessalonians:

Give courage to those who are apprehensive,
care for the weak,

and be patient with everyone!
Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Nutter

Parish Council Secretary
                         
Next meeting: Monday, April 20, 2009, at HOLY CROSS at 6:30 PM

(Please note: Meeting DATE and LOCATION have been changed from the original date and location.)
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