Our Lady on the River Parish Council Minutes

Monday, February 9, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Fr. Matt Ellis



Matt Fett III (Pres.)

 
Stephanie Spencer
Sr. Mary Ann Ankoviak, CSJ
David Schweihofer (V-Pres.)
Paul S. Ivan 





Catherine Nutter (Sec.)


MEMBERS EXCUSED:  

Fr. Jim Lopez


Bev Simon
OTHERS PRESENT:
Judy Beauvais


Bobbi Ivan



Mary Endres

Carol Fett



Mary Patrick



Sr. Geraldine Arnold
Pam LaBelle



Virginia D’Antoni
OPENING Fr. Matt began the meeting in prayer at 6:42.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES  Paul Ivan motioned to approve the minutes; Stephanie Spencer seconded; all approved.
AUDIENCE ADDRESS    
National Vocation Awareness Week:  Carol Fett said that except for the seminarian David Bechill coming to speak to the religious education classes (which was very nice), she had not noticed anything done in the parish as a whole concerning vocations during National Vocation Awareness Week.  She found this fact disappointing.  Carol feels that as a parish we need to be praying for vocations weekly, daily, all the time.

Carol asked those present at the meeting who attend Masses at the Holy Cross site about the “Traveling Chalice” program that they used to have; she wondered if the entire parish could begin participating in a similar program to raise vocation awareness and prayer.  Having something tangible in our parishioners’ hands, like a chalice, could be an effective reminder for us to pray for vocations.  
Some of those present who attend Holy Cross said that the Traveling Chalice program had been a well-received idea when it was being done.  They recalled that the chalice had been taken home by a different family every week.  Judy Beauvais said that the chalice that they had used before was not in good shape.
Catherine Nutter added that Fr. Birney had talked about the Traveling Chalice program at September’s Vocations Convocation, and that he had said that the journal that accompanied the chalice when it went to the families’ homes was an effective part of the program—their journeys, thoughts, and prayers that they recorded during their time with the chalice were inspirational.

In response to Carol’s original concern, Sr. Mary Ann pointed out that prayers for vocations had been included in the petitions during Vocation Week.  Furthermore, she said she liked the idea of sending a Crucifix home with the families even more than a chalice so that the vocation prayers would be extended beyond those for just priestly vocations.  Also, Mary Patrick and Bobbi Ivan said that it should be clear that everyone is welcome to take the item for the week.  (Before, it felt to them like only families were encouraged to participate.)
Bobbi Ivan asked if a program like this could be coordinated with Lent this year.  Sr. Mary Ann said that the Worship Commission could set up the program, as long as Fr. Jim approves of the idea.  
David Schweihofer asked for further details about the program.  Catherine Nutter suggested he look at the Serra website:  http://www.serraus.org.
VICARIATE PARISH COUNCIL   Bobbi Ivan reported on the Jan. 12th VPC meeting:
1. Youth Retreat:  The spring youth retreat with the National Evangelization Team (NET) is set for March 29 at St. Mary, St. Clair.  NET is a group of college-age young adults who travel around the country spreading the Gospel of Jesus to youth.  They share personal witness stories to help the youth gain a greater understanding of the meaning of a “personal relationship” with Christ.  For more information, contact Eric Coules at 810 689 8560.

2. Meeting Basic Needs of Area:  The Christian Service Coordinators of the Blue Water Vicariate recently evaluated the Vicariate’s ability to meet the basic needs of food, clothing, and shelter.  It appears that these three areas are generally being met throughout the Vicariate, including emergency shelter.

3. Food Depot Fundraiser: The Food Depot’s Christmas ornament sale raised about $10,000; this money will be used to purchase items from the Eastern Michigan Co-op.
4. Angel Food Ministries:  Information was presented about Angel Food Ministries.  It is a service where people can buy about $60 of food for $30; our closest local host site is Algonac Baptist Church.  For more information on this program, go to http://www.angelfoodministries.com. 
5. Meeting the new Archbishop:  There will be a series of regional Masses and receptions for Archbishop Vigneron to allow the laity to meet him.  The Mass for the Blue Water Vicariate took place February 4th at St. Stephen Church, Port Huron.

6. Moneys Owed to AOD:  Over $9 million is owed by various Archdiocesan parishes to the AOD and to the Michigan Catholic Conference.  A sub-committee is reviewing solutions for obtaining these overdue payments, including enforcing rules regarding financial reporting and assessment.  A plan will be presented to Archbishop Vigneron for his recommendation and review.

**Minutes to the Vicariate Pastoral Council meetings are available at bluewatervicariate.org.
PASTOR’S REPORT  Fr. Matt reported on behalf of Fr. Jim:
1. St. Mark Christian Service Budget Amount:  Members of the Harsen’s Island community have inquired about the finances in their Christian Service budget in the amount of $3,000.  That amount had not been mentioned to Fr. Jim before; he thinks it may have been a dollar figure discussed between Fr. Birney and the St. Mark representative.  In any case, the dollar amount budgeted for the 2008-09 fiscal year was $600.  That amount was seen and approved of by the entire council body in May.  Fr. Jim hopes that in the next fiscal year we can increase that amount or at least look into other avenues to increase that part of the budget.
Paul Ivan responded to Fr. Jim’s report, saying that the St. Mark Christian Service financing had been discussed a few years ago.  The issue for the island is that they do not have another support organization like St. Vincent de Paul to fund their efforts.  Paul said he did not recall the amount being $3,000, but rather an amount around $1,000.  He did remember Fr. Birney saying that there was some money available for their fund.  

Sr. Mary Ann clarified that now there is only one Christian Service commission for our parish.  She also stated that, as far as she knows, none of the members are aware of any funds in the budget for Christian Service.  She said that any agreement being referred to here would have happened prior to the parish’s merger.
2. Holy Cross Windows: Holy Cross will be having a representative from Hauser Stained Glass come and discuss the final stages of redoing the protective covering and repair of the stained glass windows.  This project is part of the capital campaign.  The hope is that they will begin this project in the springtime.  Depending on the final estimates of the stained glass project, we will be looking into painting the steeples. Those painting estimates will be taken within the next few months.
3. St. Catherine Boiler Problems:  St. Catherine has had boiler problems in the church and activity center.  Boulier Heating and Cooling came in and repaired some of the problems but need a week to thoroughly repair and replace the damaged parts.  As of now, three of the four registers are working in the church.  Bob Solomon is working with the company on the general maintenance of our heating and cooling system to correct some of the problems that have occurred in recent years.
COMMISSION REPORTS  
STEWARDSHIP    Judy Beauvais reported for the Stewardship Commission:
1. Fiscal Budgets:  The parish will begin working on next year’s budgets soon.  Judy will be meeting with Amanda Lund in the near future to look at the school’s budget.

2. Parishioner Financial Statements:  Any parishioner who gave more than $300 to the parish last year will receive a statement in the mail; those who gave less than $300 will need to come to the office for their statements.  Neither children’s offerings nor CSA pledges are included in the statements; parishioners should use their canceled checks as their CSA receipts.
3. CSA Goal:  Next year’s CSA will be one goal with one mailing instead of site-by-site goals and mailings; Judy will have the chairpersons from the three sites work together.
Regarding this past year’s CSA goal: Moneys from the savings will be used to pay off the balance of the CSA goal.  
Stephanie Spencer asked if next year’s CSA goal will be lower, based on the fact that we were unable to meet our goal this year.  Fr. Matt said that question was something that had been discussed at the Vicariate meeting.  He thought that would result in the AOD down-sizing in other areas.

4. House Next to Cardinal Mooney:  Fr. Matt said the house that they had tried to purchase last year was up for sale again.  The AOD may look into purchasing it, as well as other property on “Catholic Point.”
CHRISTIAN SERVICE  Virginia D’Antoni reported:
1. Blood Drive: The blood drive from Jan. 11 had 35 donors register; 5 people were first-time donors; 31 pints of blood were collected.

2. Spaghetti Dinner:  The dinner held Jan. 14 raised $560 for St. Vincent de Paul.  93 dinners were served, although 250 were cooked.  It was very cold and snowy that night!  (On a side note: The Ladies Auxiliary held a bake sale at the same time, raising $450.)
3. Senior Bingo:  Wednesday, Feb. 11 will be the next Senior Bingo.  Around 70 players will receive free lunch and refreshments.  A “Free Will Donation” box will be put out to collect funds for needy families.

4. Red Cross Blood Drive Teams:  Christian Service wants to create blood drive teams and is looking for about 40 volunteers to make up 3-4 teams. The teams would rotate among the three sites, putting on blood drives approximately every three months.  The next possible blood drive is June 28.

5. Thanks for Donation:  In November, a gentleman from Harsen’s Island donated 1040 lbs. of turkeys!  St. Vincent de Paul at Holy Cross and St. Catherine distributed the turkeys to grateful families.
6. Conkerr Cancer Pillowcases:  Yesterday the ladies sewed approximately 100 pillowcases for children (0-22 years) fighting cancer to cheer them up while they are in the hospital.  Each week that the kids are in the hospital, they get to choose a new pillowcase.  Virginia said that the colorful cases are becoming quite the collector’s item!
OLD BUSINESS  There was no old business.
NEW BUSINESS / MEMBER REPORTS  
1. St. Mark Spring Cleaning:  Stephanie Spencer said that she had been asked by parishioners on the island to request that St. Mark get a thorough, professional cleaning.

Judy said she would inform Fr. Jim of the need.  
CONCLUDING PRAYER  At 7:45, Mary Endres closed the meeting with Philippians:

Fill your minds with everything that is good!
Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Nutter

Parish Council Secretary
                         
                                           Next meeting: Monday, March 9, 2009 at Holy Cross at 6:30 PM.
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