Our Lady on the River Parish Council Minutes

Monday, January 12, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Fr. Jim Lopez


Matt Fett III (Pres.)


Bev Simon 
Fr. Matt Ellis



David Schweihofer (V-Pres.)
Paul S. Ivan 
Sr. Mary Ann Ankoviak, CSJ
Catherine Nutter (Sec.)

Stephanie Spencer
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  

Sandy Malik


OTHERS PRESENT:
Judy Beauvais


Bobbi Ivan



Mary Endres

Carol Fett



Mary Patrick
OPENING Fr. Jim began the meeting in prayer at 6:35.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES  Paul Ivan motioned to approve the minutes; David Schweihofer seconded; all approved.
AUDIENCE ADDRESS    No audience members raised any issues.
VICARIATE PARISH COUNCIL   Bobbi Ivan reported on the Nov. 12th VPC meeting:

1. Location Sought for Camp-out:  The Vicariate is looking for a parish to host a 2009 summer camp-out along with the youth ministers from the Thumb, East, and North Macomb vicariates.  About 300 attendees can be expected.  Any suggestions should be sent to Theresa Barrons at St. Mary, St. Clair.
Fr. Jim suggested the possibility of using the Knights of Columbus facility in Marine City.

2. Status of Food Reserves:  Christian Service reported that the food reserves of the Blue Water Community Food Depot are quite limited.  An increase of 38% in assistance was reported for the first nine months of 2008 as compared to the same period in 2007.

3. Cluster Recommendations:  The Archdiocese requested that the Vicariate recommend clustering partnerships for those parishes in the Vicariate that have not already merged (should this be required).  The VPC decided that the most logical partnership would be:


St. Edward on the Lake

and
St. Mary in Port Huron



St. Christopher


and
St. Mary, St. Clair



St. Augustine


and
Holy Family



St. Mary Queen of Creation
and
Immaculate Conception

Fr. Matt mentioned that that he could see why the partnership of parishes would be put in place, especially in light of Fr. Greg Deters’ medical condition (St. Mary, St. Clair).  It may be necessary for another priest to step in and cover things for Fr. Deters.
4. Report from the Council of Vicars:


a. PC Handbook:  A sub-committee is in the process of revising the Parish Pastoral Council 

   
    Guidelines and Handbook.  They are hoping to condense the information.

b. CSA Goals: One third of the parishes in the AOD did not make their individual CSA 

    parish targets.  Solutions to rectify this are being discussed and reviewed.

c. Pastoral Care of Sick:  Problems exist trying to provide pastoral care of sick parishioners 

    who are in hospitals and nursing care facilities.  While some vicariates have rotating 

    coverage of area hospitals, the priest still may not be available or be able to get there on 

    time.  It is imperative that parishes educate their parishioners that the Anointing of the 
    Sick should happen sooner rather than later, before surgery or critical condition occurs.

d. Effects of Priest Shortage:  There is a continued concern about the direction that 

    parishes are moving towards in the AOD due to the shortage of priests—“viable,” then 

    “clustered,” then “merged,” then “closed.”  And, if a pastor is responsible for the 

    administration of a parish, but is given two or three parishes in a cluster/merger, how can 

    he be a true pastor of his flock?
PASTOR’S REPORT
1. New Archbishop: Bishop Vigneron will return to the area to be the new Archbishop of Detroit after serving as Bishop in Oakland, CA.  His Installation Mass will be January 28.  Cardinal Maida’s farewell Mass will be January 25, followed by a reception.

2. Christmas and New Year’s Masses:  We had a decent turn-out for our Christmas Masses and a good turn-out for the New Year’s Eve Mass.  About 50 people attended the New Year’s Eve Mass and most of them attended the reception as well.

3. Visibility of Seminarians:  The seminarians (David Bechill, Bryan Shackett, John Streiter, and Ben Beckett) participated in as many of the holiday Masses and activities as possible.  Fr. Jim will continue encouraging them to spend time with the community, enabling them to receive the public’s support while also giving back to their Church.  Fr. Jim said we need to continue to pray for vocations.  
Carol Fett mentioned what a good job David Bechill did at the 5th Sunday at Five that she attended.

4. PC Membership:  Sandy Malik resigned from the parish council last week.  We wish her well and thank her for her time on parish council.  We have six members now—that’s enough to get us through the year.  We’ll consider adding a member for next year.
COMMISSION REPORTS  
WORSHIP  Mary Patrick and Sr. Mary Ann reported:
1. Seasonal Liturgies:  With Advent and Christmas seasons at an end, the Worship Committee is focusing on the Lent and Easter seasons now.
2. Our Lady of Guadalupe:  40 people attended the dinner, Mass, and adoration.  The event was well-received and enjoyable.
3. Sunday Adoration:  Fr. Jim said he will continue to expose the Blessed Sacrament an hour before the 7 PM Sunday Mass at St. Catherine Church.

4. Increased Adoration Times:  Fr. Jim wants to offer evening weekday adoration opportunities and plans to speak with local deacons about the possibility of facilitating.

Bobbi asked if parishioners understood what adoration is.  Fr. Jim responded that we probably needed to get “back to basics” and educate the community on the practice.  Mary Patrick suggested bulletin articles.  

EDUCATION  Catherine Nutter reported for the Religious Education Program on behalf of Margie Smith:

1. Confirmation Retreat:  61 of 62 8th graders attended the Confirmation Retreat yesterday.  Mary Lee Becker was the speaker, and Mrs. Smith hopes they can get her for next year, too.
2. Food Drive:  The canned food drive held throughout November and December was very successful.  Mrs. Smith sent special thanks to Sr. Irene Gumbleton and David and Celeste Salvador for getting the goods transported.

3. First Reconciliation:  The 2nd graders will celebrate Reconciliation March 2nd and 3rd.

4. National Vocation Awareness Week Speaker:  David Bechill is leading the religious education students in a Liturgy of the Word Service with reflection tonight and tomorrow night. 

STEWARDSHIP  The committee met today, and Fr. Jim reported on the previous two meetings: 
1. St. Catherine Addition:  The committee discussed the financial feasibility of an addition to the activity center in light of the fact that the St. Catherine cemetery fund may need replenishing from savings. (Audits are currently being done on the cemeteries.)  The estimate for a garage and small meeting area is $67,000.  The project would have to be done in phases, initially building a structure not connected to the current activity center.  Members of the Stewardship Commission have recommended waiting until the cemetery audits are done, before proceeding with the planning of an addition.
Judy Beauvais said at this point the St. Catherine cemetery has no perpetual care fund.  Also, the money that needs to be replenished is money that was borrowed from the cemetery fund to complete the past renovation project at St. Catherine. Finally, the funds are currently lower than they should be because not everyone who has purchased a plot has paid for it in full.
2. Holy Cross Windows:  Richard Bober, who is heading the Capital Campaign, is contacting a stained glass window company to do the necessary work on the windows.  The windows will be cleaned and the outer protective layers will be replaced with glass. 
OLD BUSINESS  There was no old business.
NEW BUSINESS / MEMBER REPORTS  None.
CONCLUDING PRAYER  At 7:17, Mary Endres closed the meeting with Colossians:

Bear with one another.
Forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins.

Put on Love!
Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Nutter

Parish Council Secretary
                         
                                           Next meeting: Monday, February 9, 2009 at Holy Cross at 6:30 PM.
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