Our Lady on the River Parish Council Minutes

Monday, March 10, 2008
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Fr. Jim Lopez


Debbie Vernier (Pres.-HC)

David Schweihofer (HC)

Fr. Matt Ellis



Matt Fett III (V-Pres.-StC)

Paul S. Ivan (HC)
Sr. Mary Ann Ankoviak, CSJ
Catherine Nutter (Sec.-StC)
Sandy Malik (StC)







Ralph Buchman (HC)


MEMBERS ABSENT:
Bev Simon (HC)


Mike Rector (StM)


Midge Fannon (StM)




OTHERS PRESENT:
Judy Beauvais


Wanda Edie



Carol Fett

Bobbi Ivan





OPENING PRAYER   Fr. Jim opened the meeting at 6:36 P.M. with a prayer asking for the Father to continue to look over us and instill in us what we must do in order to guide and shepherd this community.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES  Paul Ivan motioned to accept February’s minutes; Matt Fett seconded; motion passed.

AUDIENCE ADDRESS  No audience members addressed the council.
VICARIATE PARISH COUNCIL REPORT  Bobbi Ivan reported on February’s VPC meeting:
1.  Erik Coules (Campus Ministry) discussed “World Youth Day at Home,” the regional event to correspond with this summer’s “World Youth Day 2008” in Sydney, Australia. The ‘at home’ event is in Sidney, Ohio. The deposit of $50 is due April 11th and the final payment due May 23rd; total cost is $90. Go to www.aodonline.org for more information.   

2.  Deacon John Connors shared information about the success of the new location and distribution process at the Blue Water Food Depot in Port Huron.  Overseen by St. Vincent de Paul but supported by all the churches in the area, the depot allows clients to “shop” for their groceries based on a guideline list.  All donations are gratefully accepted; however, monetary donations are the most helpful because that money can be used to shop at the Eastern Michigan Food Co-Op in Flint where $1 can buy $14 worth of food. 

3.  The Detroit Archdiocese has partnered up with the University of Dayton and can now offer ministry college classes online at a significant savings.  For more information, you can e-mail the University of Dayton at   www.vlc.udayton.edu.
4.  The Council of Vicars has begun discussions about the future of Catholic education.  Areas of concern include the fact that interest in Catholic Schools seems to have declined in general, resulting in a financial decline in Catholic School support.  Also, some schools have a larger number of non-Catholic students than Catholic students, which results in a different atmosphere than what is found in a traditional Catholic school.  No plans are in place as yet, but discussions will continue.

5.  Copies of petitions were distributed to ask that Comcast Cable return the Catholic Channel (EWTN) back into the basic line-up of cable services.  Recently, Comcast moved EWTN to a pricier package, making access a hardship for many people, especially shut-ins or nursing home residents.

6.  VPC Report Update:  At January’s VPC meeting, the Adult Formation committee reported that some parishes made a considerable profit hosting a Parish Leadership conference.  Further review showed that this past fall’s conference series resulted in little or no profit for the host parishes involved.

PASTOR’S REPORT

1. Deacon Lee Acervo Masses of Thanksgiving:  Deacon Lee Acervo has asked to say Mass Saturday, May 17th, 5:30 at Holy Cross and Sunday, May 18th, 11:30 at St. Catherine.  (God willing, he will have been ordained the previous weekend as a priest of the Archdiocese.)  Fr. Jim would like to have receptions for him afterward.  Fr. Jim mentioned that perhaps Deacon Acervo could say a Mass at St. Mark’s on Friday, May 16th as well.
2.  Parish Council Nominations:  Pentecost Sunday (May 11) is traditionally when OLR picks new members for the parish council by drawing names, allowing the Holy Spirit to choose members.  Fr. Jim would like to continue with this tradition.  Discussion among the current parish council members determined that no members from Holy Cross or St. Catherine are at a term’s end; we will review the status of the St. Mark members to see if either member’s term is at an end.  The terms are three years, allowing no more than six years in a row.  After that, a member must take at least one year off from the council.
3. Possible Purchases of Two Houses:

a. First House Purchase (Next to Cardinal Mooney High School):  Purchasing this house (to tear down) and property would eliminate certain fire code requirements that Cardinal Mooney H.S. currently has to meet regarding its addition, providing adequate space between the school and the next house.  
The house in question, which is in foreclosure, is up for sale at approximately $79,000.  The cost of demolition would be approximately $10,000.

To make this acquisition, Our Lady on the River Parish (Holy Cross account), Cardinal Mooney High School, and the Archdiocese would each contribute $30,000.

Fr. Jim will send a proposal to the Archdiocese March 11.

b. Second House Purchase:  The house next door to the first house is for sale at $164,900.  Fr. Jim proposed that this second house could become the priests’ residence, allowing the current rectory to become business offices.  A suite would remain upstairs in the current rectory for guests or missionaries.

Fr. Jim said that he was hopeful that monetary support for this second house purchase would come from the Archdiocese.

DISCUSSION:  Paul Ivan asked if the Stewardship Commission had had a chance to look at the financial impact of these proposed purchases.  Fr. Jim replied that he became aware of this opportunity just today, and he was not able to discuss it yet with the Stewardship Commission.  The Stewardship Commission will not be meeting until the end of the month, and as the Archdiocesan consulters are meeting tomorrow (March 11), Fr. Jim needs to get information ready tonight to be presented to them tomorrow.  It is a time-sensitive issue.

With this type of request, Fr. Jim said he only needs parish council’s approval first in order to proceed.  He also explained that the Stewardship Commission is an advisory board to the pastor that can make recommendations, but the final decisions are made by the pastor. 

c.  First Motion:  Debbie Vernier motioned that Our Lady on the River Parish (Holy Cross account) contributes $30,000 toward the purchase of the house on the adjacent property to Cardinal Mooney High School;  Ralph Buchman seconded.  Motion passed.
DISCUSSION:  Ralph Buchman asked how the first house purchase would affect the second house purchase.  It was clarified that the purchase of this second house is contingent upon the purchase of the first house.  If the first deal does not go through, then Fr. Jim would not even ask about purchasing the second house.  

It was also clarified by Fr. Matt that the request being made to the Archdiocese regarding the second house is that the Archdiocese purchases it for Our Lady on the River Parish without expecting the parish to pay back the money.
d.  Second Motion:  Paul Ivan motioned that OLR request the Archdiocese purchases the second house on behalf of the parish; Ralph Buchman seconded.  Motion passed.
DISCUSSION:  Paul Ivan requested that any actions to be taken with financial implications be put before the Stewardship Commission for its opinion.  Fr. Jim said that the consulters need to know that the proposals have been approved by at least one parish body—in this case the parish council.  
The other reason that this issue has not needed to go before the Stewardship Commission as of yet is because it is really a Cardinal Mooney H.S. issue.  The building commissioner of Cardinal Mooney H.S. has already submitted a letter of his own to the Archdiocese.  Since Fr. Jim basically acts as the liaison between Cardinal Mooney H.S. and the Archdiocese and because this is essentially a Cardinal Mooney H.S. request, Fr. Jim’s signature (a pastor’s signature) must be on a second, similar letter requesting the purchase of the first house.  The Stewardship Commission does not need to be a part of that decision yet.  The parish council just needs to be notified of these events.
COMMISSION REPORTS  There were no reports this month.
OLD BUSINESS  

1.  St. Catherine Storage/Meeting Building:  Catherine Nutter requested that as plans start developing regarding the new permanent structure to be built on St. Catherine’s site, consideration be given to those who will be utilizing it.  Specifically, she asked that Mrs. Wassenberg be consulted regarding specific storage needs of the music ministry.  Fr. Jim assured her that Mrs. Wassenberg would be among those consulted as plans progressed.

2.  Food Handler Certification:  The Health Inspector was at the St. Catherine site today.  (We passed with flying colors.)  He provided Sandy Malik with information regarding the mandatory certification course offered through the St. Clair County Health Department that must be completed by a representative of the site and indicated that the course must be completed by the next scheduled health inspection.
Fr. Jim stated that we need to send people from all three sites to be certified.  Sandy said there should be at least two people from each site; Fr. Jim agreed.

The next course is offered March 25 through April 22.  Applicants must pass an examination with 75% accuracy.

3. Responding to Fr. Jim’s Five-Year Plan:  Paul Ivan said he was in approval of everything that Fr. Jim had proposed in his plan for the parish given to council members the previous month.  He indicated that although approval from the parish council was present, other commissions in the parish should have a chance to provide feedback pertaining to their specific areas.  For example, the Mass schedule should be reviewed by the Worship Commission; St. Catherine becoming the Christian Service Center should be considered by the Christian Service Commission; the financial impacts of this plan should be discussed by the Stewardship Commission.
Fr. Jim said Paul was right in thinking that way.  He said the information was presented to the parish council first, but then would be broken down and presented to the other committees for corrections and adjustments.  Then it would come back to the parish council again.

Catherine Nutter asked how Fr. Jim thought the Archdiocese would react to his plan.  He stated he didn’t know.  One thing that could affect the plan is if we for some reason lose Fr. Matt—in the case that he may be needed to become a pastor of another parish.  At this time, all signs indicate that Fr. Matt will be staying with us.  
Paul Ivan stated that it would be known to parishioners that this extended Mass schedule would be offered with the understanding that if things changed in staffing, then the Mass schedule would have to be adjusted as well.  
Ralph Buchman reported that people to whom he had shown the Mass schedule were ecstatic.  Fr. Jim added that offering a 7:30 AM daily Mass would allow him to utilize his mornings much more effectively.  
The point was made again how fortunate we are to have so many retired priests willing and able to assist.  Additionally, Fr. Ronald Kurzawa  of St. Aidan Parish of Livonia has indicated that he also would be interested in assisting Fr. Jim and Fr. Matt by saying Masses at St. Mark and St. Catherine after his retirement June 30.
NEW BUSINESS/MEMBER REPORTS  There was no new business; no members gave reports.
CONCLUDING PRAYER  At 7:31 PM Fr. Jim led the council in a closing prayer, praying especially for those who are sick.  
Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Nutter

Parish Council Secretary
               
Next meeting: Monday, April 14, 2008, 6:30 at St. Mark
