Our Lady on the River Parish Council Minutes

Monday, January 14, 2008
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Fr. Jim Lopez


Debbie Vernier (Pres.-HC)

David Schweihofer (HC)

Fr. Matt Ellis



Matt Fett III (V-Pres.-StC)

Bev Simon (HC)

Sr. Mary Ann Ankoviak, CSJ
Catherine Nutter (Sec.-StC)
Sandy Malik (StC)







Ralph Buchman (HC)

Midge Fannon (StM)





Paul S. Ivan (HC)
MEMBER ABSENT:
Mike Rector (StM)





OTHERS PRESENT:
Judy Beauvais


Mary Endres



Carol Fett

Mary Patrick



Wanda Edie

OPENING PRAYER   The meeting convened at 6:29 PM when Fr. Jim led the group in a prayer that asked for guidance, the ability to love one another, and a willingness to make sacrifices for one another.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES
After a few changes to November’s minutes were suggested by Debbie Vernier, Midgie Fannon motioned to accept the minutes; Matt Fett seconded.  Minutes were approved.
AUDIENCE ADDRESS  No audience members addressed the council.
VICARIATE PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

The Vicariate Parish Council secretary has requested each parish provide her with a list of event dates that would be of interest to the rest of the vicariate.  These events would include festivals or other large-scale activities.  Each parish’s list will be included in the vicariate newsletter.  So far, Our Lady on the River has a number of events to report for the Holy Cross site; no specific information is available from the St. Catherine or St. Mark sites.
PASTOR’S REPORT

1. Fr. Jim sent out his thanks to all the volunteers of the parish who helped make the Christmas Masses so beautiful.  He appreciated the diversity in the way the Masses were celebrated.  The Masses were well-attended.
2. Sadly, Fr. Koshy Chirakkarottu left us on Dec. 31, but Fr. Matt Ellis arrived that same day.  He is our new associate pastor!  Hopefully, he will be with us a long time.
3. Fr. Jim will be meeting with the Stewardship Commission Jan. 28.  They will be discussing: a) Holy Cross—heating and cooling; b) St. Catherine—the school building; and c) St. Mark—possible repairs/improvements that may need to be done on the site.
4. Fr. Jim met today with the other pastors in the archdiocese who also have grade schools.  The discussion included these topics: 
a) Concern about declining number of schools in the AOD.  Pastors will be meeting 

either monthly or bi-monthly to figure out ways to build-up more parish schools or 

improve the current schools.  Parish-run schools are somewhat hindered when it comes 

to raising funds due to the fact that 6% of moneys raised are forwarded to the AOD.  

Ways to amend this requirement will be discussed.  

b) Defining schools as “viable” or not.  The pastors will determine what is meant by
 “viable” in regards to a school.  Is it by the numbers or by its ability to self-sufficient?  
 Are schools that have a lower enrollment necessarily in need of closure just because 

 they do not meet the prescribed “viable enrollment” criterion?
A question was asked about the new school that is being built at 23 Mile and Card Rd.  It was clarified that the building of that school does not affect our vicariate/parish financially.  

COMMISSION REPORTS

WORSHIP COMMISION 
Sr. Mary Ann and Mary Patrick met prior to Advent and discussed the specifics that currently take place at Holy Cross parish.  
1. A meeting for EME’s will take place tomorrow evening at Holy Cross (all sites are invited) to help clarify the new directives from the archdiocese regarding the purification of vessels and EME procedures so that all EME’s (current and new) are aware of the requirements.  Fr. Matt commented that in light of the priest being required to purify the vessels himself, consecrating less wine rather than more should be considered, reducing the amount left over.  Fr. Jim commented that it was unfortunate that this ministry has been taken away from the laity.

2. The vicariate reconciliation service during Advent was beautiful and very well-attended.  Fr. Jim said it was refreshing how all the priests in this vicariate work together, showing the unity of the vicariate.

Mary Patrick said the Worship Commission would need to meet soon to get ready for Easter.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Margie Smith was not in attendance.  She was still at Monday night Catechism.

OLD BUSINESS  There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS/MEMBER REPORTS

1. David Schweihofer reported that some parish members have asked him about the Christmas Mass times.  Some people thought that the Mass times would alternate each year (the way they do at Easter time).  Fr. Jim clarified that that was not the case.  The Mass times were the same as the previous year.  They were set up that way so that the pastor could say every Mass if necessary.

2. Midgie Fannon asked Paul Ivan the procedure that should be followed if people want to donate large items to St. Vincent de Paul.  Paul referred her to the appropriate resource.

3. Debbie Vernier indicated that she received an email from a parishioner stating that the sidewalks at Holy Cross have not always been cleared and some areas have been icy.  Mary Patrick said that the sidewalks, to her knowledge, have been very well-maintained.  

4. Mary Endres expressed concern over the fact that the parish truck has been parked in one of the handicap spots.
CONCLUDING PRAYER  At 7:10 P.M. Mary Endres read from Ephesians: 

Glory be to Him whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine!
Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Nutter

Parish Council Secretary
               Next meeting: Monday, February 11, 2008, 6:30 at Holy Cross
