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MERGED PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
HOLY CROSS, ST. CATHERINE, ST. MARK

FEBRUARY 12, 2007

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Fr. Tim                  Paul Ivan                 Ralph Buchman
                                        Sandy Malik          Angela Rochon       Margie Smith

                                        Debbie Vernier      Mary Endres           Matt Fett II

                                        Peggy White          Mary Patrick           Sandy McNeely

 

EXCUSED MEMBERS:   Don Smith              Bob Goldenbogen     Mike Rector

                                        Midge Fannon     

 

OTHERS PRESENT:      Celeste Salvadore   Charles White       David Salvadore

                                        Judy Beauvais        J VanHolenbeck

 

1. Opening Prayer:  Fr. Tim opened the meeting with the “Our Father.”  Sandy Malik called the Meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   A motion was made by President Sandy Malik to approve the Minutes.  Seconded by Peggy White with exceptions made by Ralph Buchman whose name was listed incorrectly and a correction on his suggestion that all members of the council submit biographies, not just new members.

 

3. VICARIATE REPORT: Sandy McNeely was not yet present at the Meeting.  Angela Rochon reported that she attended the Vicariate Meeting and reported on “A Season of Non-Violence,” endorsed by the committee on Social Justice.

 

4. PASTOR’S REPORT:

 

a.    Fr. Tim reported that the Lenten Letter for 2007 has been mailed to all parishioners.   He mentioned that the Rice Bowls will be used again this year.  The Lenten Schedule for Holy Cross, St. Mark, and St. Catherine is listed on the back of the letter starting with Ash Wednesday, February 21st. Ashes will be distributed after Masses at all three churches.  (Ashes will be available at all three Churches throughout the day).   Fr. mentioned that the Church in China is fighting to practice their faith and he would like to hear that we, as Catholics, would do the same.  We should observe all the rules of Lent and attend as many services as we can.

 

b.   The Diocese has approved our new name, “Our Lady On The River.”             The Presbyterial Council will be going through further steps of the merger.  Minutes will be presented by Fr. Tim at the next meeting.

 

There will be a committee with members from each church regarding marketing, stationery, and a web site.  Fr. showed us a copy of the new letterhead with our new parish name, Our Lady On The River Parish, showing an embossed  “M” in the body of the letterhead with all three churches listed at the bottom.  The beautiful “M” was taken from the Marist Order.  We can decide on having the “M” watermark on the stationery or leaving it off, or we can have both forms.  The letterhead will be used at all locations. Fr. asked if there were any questions regarding our merger.  None were asked.                                                                

 

c.  The Lenten Schedule is as follows:

Ash Wednesday (February 21) Mass and Ashes @ all three churches

Stations of the Cross-Every Friday of Lent @ all three churches

Algonac K. of C. Fish Fry -Every Friday in Lent 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick (March 4) @ all three churches

Communal Reconciliation Service with Private Confession @ Holy Cross

Holy Week (Triduum):

Holy Thursday Mass (April 5) @ Holy Cross

Good Friday Services (April 6) @ St. Catherine

Holy Saturday (April 7), including Easter Vigil Mass, @ Holy Cross Church

Easter Sunday (April 8) @ all three churches

 

d.      Fr. mentioned there has been lots of progress at school.  He reminded us that there will be confessions at all three churches during Lent.  He mentioned the Pilgrimage to the Holy Land has 12 people signed up already.  It will be October 18 – 27 ($2,415 per person).  There is a write up in the Bulletin this week.  Space is limited to 40 people.  Charles White went last year on a 6 week trip and said the experience was very inspiring walking in the footsteps of Jesus.  

e.      There will be an Ecumenical Prayer Service each Wednesday of Lent at the Churches of Marine City starting with St. Mark’s Episcopal,  on March 15th and at Holy Cross Church on March 21st.  

f.        Betsy from St. Catherine’s is retiring in July and Judy Beauvais will be taking over the Bookkeeping for the entire parish. 

g.      Capital Campaign – The deck in the Rectory will be redone.  The roofs are being finished.  $100,000 payment on the debt is being sent down to the Archdiocese.  The next project to be addressed will be the heating and cooling issues.  Paul Ivan and Bob Zweng are updating pledges.

h.      St. Catherine’s – Bleachers were sold from the gym, netting $4,000-$5,000.  There is $76,000 in the savings account from donations.  ($50,000 private donation and $26,000 in donations).   Money has been saved up for demolition of the grade school and to restore the church doors.  

 

i.      Negotiations are in progress on Russell Island’s interest to lease a portion of the church parking lot.  The video library is being used by Religious Education students. Items from the school are being sold. The elevator was too old to sell.

 

5. STEWARDSHIP/ADMINISTRATION:  Covered by Fr. Tim in his report.

 

6. CHRISTIAN SERVICE: 

a.  Sandy Malik said the Stress Reduction/Relaxation event was not well attended.  The Health Fair was given up.  Senior Bingo had 75 guests.  Council on Aging presented Body Recall.  There are other programs available to Seniors, Respite Care-Break for Care Givers. St. Catherine is planning a spaghetti Dinner. Blood Drive – May 27 Drawing for BBQ Grill for donors.  Appreciation Dinner – April 28 @ Holy Cross.  Angela Rochon suggested combining the Bingo Players with the Stress/Relaxation Day to see if there is more interest.  Bingo is free.  It might be possible to combine both the Spaghetti Dinner and Stress/Relaxtion Day.  

 

b.  Mary Endres mentioned that the Wedding Anniversary Mass is this Sunday.  March 11 is the Blood Drive at Holy Cross.   A Justice and Peace Meeting for obtaining insurance for uninsured will be held the end of April.  A speaker is planned. The next Christian Service Meeting will be on Friday this week. Collection of food is ongoing at St. Catherine and St. Mark.

 

7.  OLD BUSINESS:  Jan. 17 and Feb. 17 were Vicariate Council Meetings.  Sr. Janet asked Sandy McNeely to attend the Bethany Meeting.  Bethany is a Catholic Organization under the auspices of the AOD office of Family Life and Faith Support Groups.  Bethany provides spiritual, social, and educational support to divorced and separated Christians.  It is non-denominational.  Bethany has no formal membership or yearly fees.  It offers several locations of Divorce Recovery Support to those going through the process of divorce or separation.  Contact Michela Michaluk  (313) 996-8644 or Loretta Mescavich (580) 264-0284. 

 

Paul Ivan submitted a two page List for the unemployed.   It is a compilation of organizations and programs for helping out during times of unemployment.   It lists Basic Needs, Employment Needs, Financial Needs, Food Needs, Housing Needs, Medical Needs, Mental Health Needs, Misc. Needs, Shelter Needs, Transportation Needs, and Used Appliance Needs.  On February 28 the St. Vincent DePaul Society is bringing someone from EOC for qualifying for help.  When complete this list will be placed in the back of church.  Dan Steinmetz helped with the list.  Other suggestions were to add to the list:  

               a.    The Council on Aging -Cherry Beach and Port Huron Centers provides 

                      Meals on Wheels.
b.      Lions Club offers medical equipment. 
c.        Catholic Social Services provides multiple services. 
d.       VFW offers services.
 

Ralph Buchman asked if the Rectory roof was finished.  Fr. Tim said it was.  Ralph asked if competent people are overseeing the repair.  Fr. Tim mentioned that the Stewardship/Administration members are watching over the work.  The cost of the church roof and rectory roof is $148,000, which has not been paid yet.  
Ralph also asked if one of the members who attended St. Hugo’s of the Hills picked up their bulletin.  Ralph attended St. Hubert’s in Harrison Township and new parishioners were warmly welcomed in the Bulletin.  Fr. Tim is planning on welcoming 6 month registrants in the Bulletin in the future.   

 

Sandy Malik asked if mailing church envelopes every two months, instead of yearly, was going well.  It is working out better and helps the Rectory update their data base from the Post Office records.  

 

One of the Social Justice issues is that some parishioners do not hand in their envelopes.  One-Third do it all. Fr. states this has always been an issue.   Fr. states that he does not even know what we donate, he just cares that we give something.  

 

Ralph Buchman asked if there was anything we needed to know about Sr. Janet’s sudden departure.  Fr. Tim stated that it was not sudden.  Sr. wanted full-time employment, which we could not offer her.  There was no problems or animosity.  She was paid part-time by the school and part-time by the parish.  She needed full-time employment according to her order.  She was offered a full-time position from St. Matthew’s Church in Saginaw.  There will be an article in the Bulletin on Sunday regarding Sr. Janet’s installation as Pastoral Administrator with Mass at 11:00 a.m.  For directions, call the Holy Cross Church office.  If attending, plan for a 2 hour drive.

 

Mary Endres shared the Martin Luther King medallion she received from the Archdiocese of Detroit.  Five years ago, the Vicariate here voted for Mary to receive the Martin Luther King award called “Keep the Dream Alive.” And this year, all recipients who ever received this award were invited back to receive the medallion with a red, white, and blue ribbon attached with a reception at the Seminary.   
 

8.  NEW BUSINESS:  Long Range Planning - Fr. Tim stated that we have the ongoing work of the merger still facing us this year.  We are doing well.  Fr. stated it helps that none of our three churches are closing.  Southfield has 5 mergers and 4 closings.  

 

Judy stated Maritime Days has been approved for Memorial Day Weekend (five days).  Golf Outing will be June 1st.

 

Charles White is taking over the Bible Study. 

 

9.   ADJOURNMENT:  Closing Prayer was read by Mary Endres @ 8:00 P.M.
 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy White

 

 

