Our Lady on the River Parish Council Minutes

Monday, April 14, 2008
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Fr. Jim Lopez


Debbie Vernier (Pres.-HC)

David Schweihofer (HC)

Fr. Matt Ellis



Matt Fett III (V-Pres.-StC)

Paul S. Ivan (HC)
Sr. Mary Ann Ankoviak, CSJ
Catherine Nutter (Sec.-StC)
Sandy Malik (StC)







Ralph Buchman (HC)

Mike Rector (StM)






Bev Simon (HC)


Midge Fannon (StM)
MEMBERS ABSENT:  All members were present.




OTHERS PRESENT:
Sr. Geraldine Arnold

Wanda Edie



Mary Patrick




Judy Beauvais


Mary Endres



Celeste Salvador
Amanda Lund


Carol Fett



David Salvador





Bobbi Ivan
OPENING PRAYER   Fr. Jim opened the meeting at 6:38 p.m. with a prayer.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES  Ralph Buchman motioned for approval;  Matt Fett seconded; all approved. 
AUDIENCE ADDRESS  No audience members addressed the council.
VICARIATE PARISH COUNCIL REPORT  Bobbi Ivan reported on the March 12th and the April 9th meetings:
MARCH 12TH MEETING:
1. The Council of Vicars reviewed “Poverty and Racism,” a document from Catholic Charities USA.  This document provides background for the key topic of discussion for the next quarterly meeting of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council (3/4/08).

2. The Comcast petition regarding the packaging of EWTN has been forwarded to the appropriate legislative organization of the AOD.

3.  The next session of “Holy Grounds,” the young adult oriented “traveling coffee house” that offers free coffee, food and guest speakers for faith-oriented discussion and fellowship, will be Friday, March 15th, at St. Mary in St. Clair.  For more information, contact Kristyn Coules, (586) 725-7579, x830.

4.  Fr. David Burgard’s term as Vicar will end this June. 

APRIL 9TH MEETING:
5.  On May 7, 2008, at 7:00 pm, the VPC will host a presentation on the National Hispanic Plan of the U.S. Council of Bishops and how it coincides with the “Together in Faith” plan of the AOD.  It will be held at All Saints Church (Memphis) during the regular monthly VPC meeting and will last approximately one hour.  Santiago Fernandez (AOD) and Lory McGlinnen, our AOD Facilitator, will be the presenters.  All Bluewater Vicariate Parish Council members, Parish staff, and Parish Commission members are invited. 

6.  The VPC would like to sponsor a presentation on the AOD’s Stewardship program “Called by Christ, Gifted by the Spirit,” an educational program from the Department of Development.  This presentation would be a vicariate-wide informational introduction to real Christian Stewardship, whose implementation would then be left up to the individual parish.  Fr. David will discuss interest in this presentation with the priests of the vicariate and hopefully provide feedback at the May 7th VPC meeting. 

7.  The Archdiocesan Pastoral Council met on March 4 and held an in-depth discussion of poverty and racism, “…major issues that we as conscientious Catholics need to be concerned about and need to actively address in a very positive and constructive manner.”  See the minutes from the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council meeting for more information on this discussion. 

8.  The terms to merge the Catholic Schools agreement with the former Port Huron and Belle River vicariates have been completed.  The amount due next year from each parish is being calculated.

9.  “Protecting God’s Children” will be held at St. Mary’s, Port Huron, on May 15, 2008.  The session is free.  We were reminded that anyone in the parish who has contact with minors during parish activities (catechists, ushers, Eucharistic ministers, K of C members, etc.) must take this training.   See the AOD website for more information or call (810) 982-7906, x102.

10.  The next sessions of “Holy Grounds” will be April 11, 2008, at St. Mary Queen of Creation in New Baltimore and on May 2, 2008, at St. Lawrence, Utica. 

11.  Fr. David Burgard, in addition to leaving his position as Vicar, will be taking on a new assignment as pastor at St. Mary Church in Wayne, Michigan, effective July 1, 2008. 

12.  Once approved, the complete minutes are available on the Vicariate website, http://www.bluewatervicariate.org/
PASTOR’S REPORT
1.  CSA:  This year our parish has been asked to contribute $104, 200.

Holy Cross site: $52, 800; St. Catherine site: $38, 600; St. Mark site: $12, 800.

2. Update on Possible Purchases of Two Houses:  Mike Moran, the properties representative from the Archdiocese of Detroit, will be coming sometime in the next two weeks to survey the two pieces of property discussed at last month’s meeting.  
Best-case scenario: 
a. AOD approves of properties 
b. AOD and our parish join Cardinal Mooney HS in the purchase of the property 

    adjacent to Cardinal Mooney (contributing $30,000 each)

c. AOD agrees to purchase the second piece of property on behalf of the parish
If the AOD does not agree to the second property, the most we could do is contribute $30,000 (from the Holy Cross account) toward the purchase of the property next to Cardinal Mooney so that the school can proceed with its plans for an addition.
During discussion, Fr. Jim speculated that the AOD might give the parish permission to purchase the two homes, requiring the parish to take on additional debt as a result of those purchases.  Fr. Jim stated he is not interested in taking on more debt.  
Ralph Buchman commented that if incurring more debt was only way to get the property, then the parish should consider doing so in order to buy the properties.  He suggested that after the purchases were made, the parish could request reimbursement through grants or some other means from the AOD in the following years, hoping that at some point the parish could somehow be reimbursed for its investments.
Fr. Jim reported he would be meeting with the Cardinal and the consulters on May 7 to discuss: a) the possible purchases of these two properties and b) to receive permission to begin spending the Capital Campaign money on the needed heating system at Holy Cross.  Fr. Jim said he and the Stewardship Commission had met and were narrowing down their choice of who to hire to complete the heating project.  He said nothing further would be known about the proposed property purchases until after the meeting.
COMMISSION REPORTS  
1. Holy Cross School:  Mrs. Amanda Lund (principal) passed out written reports regarding Holy Cross School for the school year of 2007-2008.  Issues highlighted were:  enrollment, marketing, faith formation, school activities, and school climate.  
Currently, 158 students are enrolled at Holy Cross School.  Mrs. Lund stressed that Holy Cross identifies itself as the parish school for Our Lady on the River, not just Holy Cross Church.  She mentioned various ways that the school continues to thrive and meet the needs of our community’s children, including adding a new chapter of National Junior Honor Society, a drama club, and even an equestrian team.  

Mrs. Lund said the environment of the school was positive thanks to a supportive staff (who provide quality Catholic education), Fr. Jim, and the involved families.

2. Religious Education:  Celeste Salvadore reported that the evening religious education program was very successful this year.  In terms of enrollment, nearly 380 students participated.   She observed that students seemed happy to come to class, despite having been in regular school all day long.  She commented that there was a very good spirit in the program this year.
3. Worship Commission:

A. Before beginning her Worship Commission report, Mary Patrick announced that schools located at Our Lady on the River Parish (Cardinal Mooney HS and Holy Cross School) had applied for and received a grant from The American Library Association.  The two schools are among 3,000 schools selected to receive the “We the People Created Equal” bookshelf. 
B.  Easter Events:  Easter went well at all sites.  Mary stated that some parishioners were still adjusting to the shared schedule among the sites regarding the Holy Week events.

C. Schedule for Blessed Monstrance:  Mary received the Spring 2008 edition of The Vocare, which includes the schedule for the showing of the Blessed Monstrance for Vocations.  The closest location for us would be Grosse Pointe or Utica.

D. EME / Lector Certificates:  Sr. Mary Ann reported that the certificates for EME’s and lectors were on the way.  An Order of Commission will be planned for their distribution.  Mary Patrick pointed out that the EME’s and lectors should be informed about having to attend the “Protecting God’s Children” program.
E.  Graduation Mass:  Mary stated that Margie Smith is getting the Bibles for the graduates’ gifts.  Fr. Jim mentioned that Algonac’s Mass will be June 8, not June 1.  Holy Cross’s Mass will be June 1.   
OLD BUSINESS  
Parish Council Members:  Each of the St. Mark members has served at least three years on the parish council (Midge Fannon: 3; Mike Rector: 4).  In order to stagger membership, it was decided that Mike’s spot on the council be offered for possible replacement only.  An announcement will be placed in the bulletin informing the congregation of St. Mark that one position is available on the parish council.  

A discussion followed and it was clarified that the beginning of a parish council member’s term is determined by when he or she first joined the council, whether it was at the time of our parishes’ clustering or after the parishes officially merged.
Ralph Buchman recommended an official list be compiled of each member’s starting date.  

NEW BUSINESS/MEMBER REPORTS  
1.  Long-Range Site Plan:  Midge Fannon asked Fr. Jim if he wanted to discuss the long-range plan that she had submitted to him in January.  He said he was not aware if he ever received it and, therefore, did not have it with him today to discuss.  Fr. Jim asked for a copy of Midge’s plan.

2.  Women’s Guild 2nd Annual Flower Sale:  Scheduled for Mother’s Day on Harsen’s Island, the Guild will sell flowers and vegetables supplied to them at wholesale by Starville Landscaping.  Midge requested use of the garage at St. Mark for the Guild’s sale.
3.  Maritime Days Festival:  Debbie Vernier shared a copy of the most recent edition of The Michigan Catholic, which displays in its centerfold a large photograph (taken by her () of the festival grounds of Maritime Days.  The picture accompanies an article about various church festivals.
4. Parish Mission Statement:  Midge Fannon, Mike Rector, and Paul Ivan will be getting together in May to brainstorm ideas for a new mission statement.  They will have something written down to share with the council at the May meeting.
CONCLUDING PRAYER  At 7:39, Mary Endres read from Colossians:  
Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home within you.
Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Nutter

Parish Council Secretary
                          Next meeting: Monday, May 12, 2008, 6:30 at St. Mark
