Our Lady on the River Parish Council Minutes
Monday, October 8, 2007

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Fr. Jim Lopez
Sr. Mary Ann Ankoviak, CSJ
Debbie Vernier

Matt Fett III

Catherine Nutter


Bev Simon



Mike Rector

Sandy Malik



Ralph Buchman


David Schweihofer
Paul S. Ivan

MEMBER ABSENT:
Midge Fannon

OTHERS PRESENT:
Bobbi Ivan




Sandy McNeely

Judy Beauvais



Mary A. Patrick




Mary Endres




Carol Fett
OPENING PRAYER
Fr. Jim convened the meeting at 6:42 with a heart-felt prayer.  He apologized for his tardiness, citing that he had just come from welcoming the new Associate Pastor, Fr. Koshy Chirakkarottu. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS’ MINUTES
Last month’s minutes (September) were tabled due to the fact that no hard copy of them was available.  In the absence of having an official secretary, an audience member had volunteered to take notes and, as of this moment, had not yet turned them in to the council. Bobbi Ivan volunteered to type up the notes that she had taken at the previous meeting and deliver them to Catherine Nutter, the newly-named secretary.  September’s minutes will be approved at next month’s meeting.

The previously approved May minutes were revisited, making two corrections (sent to Mrs. Vernier by Mrs. Susan):  

1. “Christian Service (Holy Cross Church)”:  The collection from the children as part of the “Cover the Uninsured Week” activities went to “The People’s Clinic,” not the “Guadalupe Mission” as stated in the minutes.  Also, the collection was done by the Social Justice Committee at all locations of the parish, not just Holy Cross and the Holy Cross School.

2.  “Vicariate Parish Council Report”:  Regarding the Social Justice & Multi-Cultural Committee:  Mrs. Susan, who is on the committee, indicated that she was not aware of letters being sent out to voters as reported in the minutes.

AUDIENCE ADDRESS
Andy Markel from Holy Cross addressed Fr. Jim and the council on behalf of the cemetery.  He was responding to comments made regarding the cemetery’s operating procedures.  He explained how the high cost of cement requires work to be done in the cemetery in a more financially conscientious fashion than it was able to be done in years past.  He reminded the council that most of those who maintain the cemetery are volunteers.  The council thanked him for his years of hard work and service.
VICARIATE PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
· Due to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel’s and Sacred Heart’s departures from the newly-formed Blue Water Vicariate, three schools in the former Port Huron Vicariate will lose a total of $21,000 that would have come from their Support Agreement.  The Support Agreement for the Blue Water Vicariate will be addressed in further detail at up-coming meetings.  Schools in the former Belle River Vicariate are not affected this year.

· The Vicariate parishes completed a survey indicating their local outreach programs.  The results of the survey were distributed to VPC members to be shared with the parish councils.   The graphic indicating the programs will be further refined, clarifying ambiguities in the legend.
· The Vicariate Parish Council may be inviting the senior priests in our area to a dinner in their honor, thanking them for their continued service.  Fr. David Burgard will discuss the matter at the clergy meeting tomorrow.

· A question was raised about possible funds to provide refreshments for the Vicariate Parish Council when it is Our Lady on the River’s turn to host.  No funds are available.

· Reports from our parish council should be organized in a bullet-point list to be read at the Vicariate Parish Council meeting and then given to the secretary.  It will aid in the organization of thoughts and help keep the minutes accurate.

· Sandy McNeely commented on the advantages of sharing resources among the parishes in the Vicariate.
· The current by-laws of the Vicariate are being revised by a committee to accommodate the changing situation in the Vicariate.  

· Two official representatives will be assigned from the parish, but others may attend too.
PASTOR’S REPORT
1.  St. Mark:  Recent improvements:  Cement work, new railings up at parish center and church, and roof repairs are on the way—hopefully in the next few months.

2.  St. Catherine:  Recent improvements:  New microphones.  Fr. Jim is considering other improvements for St. Catherine in terms of the whole parish.  The estimates for bringing down the school are getting larger than expected: $175,000 was last estimate.  

3.  Holy Cross:  We are looking at getting the Capital Campaign started and putting the money that has already been raised to use.

4.  We have a new Associate Pastor!  Fr. Koshy Chirakkarottu just arrived today.  He is temporary.  He’ll be going back to St. Anne’s in Warren in January.  Fr. Chirakkarottu also has his own parish in Center Line (St. Joseph Malankara Catholic Mission), so he’ll be dividing his time between the two parishes.
In January, Fr. Matt Ellis will become our Associate Pastor.  Fr. Matt is returning to an active ministry after a hiatus.  He’ll be with his mentor, Fr. Alberto Bondy at St. Anne’s, up until that point.  Fr. Jim urged members to pray for Fr. Ellis’s vocation.
The decision for adding an Associate Pastor was a result of conversations Fr. Jim had while at Convocation.  He spoke with different members of the assignment board, stressing the necessity of having an Associate Pastor to facilitate the day-to-day running of the Church.  

When July comes, Fr. Ellis may remain with us or a newly-ordained priest may be assigned to us.  The budget will be reworked to accommodate this change in staffing.  This parish will not be run by one priest alone.
COMMISSION REPORTS

WORSHIP  
No report at this time.  A meeting time will be set up soon with Fr. Jim or Sr. Mary Ann.  A question was asked as to whether the commissions were now parish-wide or still just by site.  Answer:  They’re parish-wide. 
EDUCATION 
Margie Smith was not in attendance; she was needed at Religious Ed.  However, Fr. Jim reported that the enrollment for Religious Education was 370 students this year!

A question was asked about why the Children’s Liturgy has been reduced to only Advent and Lent instead of being provided throughout the school year.   The main reason for this decision is to provide consistency at all three sites; no individual site should have something that cannot be provided at the others.  Another reason for this decision is to prevent the Children’s Liturgy from being misused—it’s for the enrichment of the children’s education in their faith, not a child-care service.  Finally, by providing the education only during the seasons of Advent and Lent, children will remain with the community throughout Mass the rest of the year.  It’s important to maintain the consistency of this communal event.  Parents are the primary teachers of their children when it comes to their faith; separating children from their parents during the Mass seems counter-productive to this idea.

OLD BUSINESS
The subject of the dock at St. Mark was raised.  Some are still saying they want the dock.  The project regarding the dock will be tabled until next fiscal year due to the other necessary improvements that must be addressed.  If individuals want to take the responsibility of rebuilding the dock upon themselves without the financial support of the parish, that is something that can be considered.  Otherwise, nothing is going to be done about it right now.
Fr. Jim mentioned that we have estimates of how much it would cost to tear down the dock.  He suggested getting some estimates to find out how much it would cost to rebuild it as well.  He insisted that whatever we do, we need to do right.

The subject of renting out St. Catherine’s parking lot was raised.   The question was asked regarding who ultimately owns the property—the parish or the diocese.  It was clarified that the diocese will always have the final say regarding the property.  Furthermore, the point was reiterated that those previously interested in leasing the lot no longer felt that way.  The matter is over. 
MEMBER REPORTS
The question was raised as to whether or not the minutes should be posted on the website prior to their approval.  Answer: No minutes can be posted without approval.

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Mary Endres read from Philippians:  “Rejoice in the Lord always!”

Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM.

Next meeting is Nov. 12 at St. Catherine, 6:30 PM in the chapel.
Respectfully submitted,  
Catherine Nutter 
Parish Council Secretary
