Our Lady on the River Parish Council Minutes

Monday, May 12, 2008
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Bill Forster
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Bobbi Ivan
OPENING At 6:40 p.m. Fr. Jim opened the meeting with a “Hail Mary,” asking the Lord to help us in our obedience to Him as Mary was obedient.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES  After some minor adjustments to April’s minutes, Midge Fannon motioned for their approval; Paul Ivan seconded; all agreed.
AUDIENCE ADDRESS  
Bill Forster, president of the Men’s Club at St. Mark and a very active member of the parish, addressed Fr. Jim and the council regarding stewardship issues and operations of procedure for St. Mark now that it is part of a larger parish.

Problem:  People at St. Mark have been trying for a year to begin a landscaping project, but they have not been able to receive approval to start due to the fact that decisions are now made at a parish-level instead of just a local level. 
Suggested Solution:  Bill suggested that a committee be formed at St. Mark that deals with the local issues of their site and brings them to the pastor for approval, relieving him of the duty of going over minute details.

Pastor’s Response:  Fr. Jim said the first step in fixing the problem is to have St. Mark represented on the parish’s Stewardship Commission.  (Midge Fannon will represent St. Mark at the commission’s next meeting in June.  Fr. Jim said he would need three volunteers.)
Fr. Jim assured Midge and Bill that the funds originally allocated for the landscaping project were still ear-marked for that project and not a part of the parish’s other projects (i.e. purchases of the new houses).
VICARIATE PARISH COUNCIL REPORT  Bobbi Ivan reported on the May 7th meeting:

1.  Santiago Fernandez presented the U.S. Bishops’ Hispanic Pastoral Plan, and its local implementation and impact, to VPC members and invited guests.  Follow-up discussion included comments by Bishop Daniel Flores on the Archdiocesan plan, his role as bishop, and our response as Catholics.  Future discussions will include the need to develop our own Vicariate plan for Hispanic ministry, as the following projection (taken from Santiago’s presentation) emphasizes:
Projected Percent Change in Hispanic Population Blue Water Vicariate 2000-2010
	Parish Name
	% Increase
	Parish Name
	% Increase

	St. Augustine
	47.2
	Immaculate Conception
	15.2

	St. Mary Queen of Creation
	45.7
	St. Mary, St. Clair
	14.0

	Holy Family
	30.8
	Our Lady on the River
	11.4

	St. Christopher
	22.1
	Holy Trinity
	7.1

	St. Edward
	13.5
	St. Mary, Port Huron
	6.8


Average Increase: 21.38%

2. Several workshops and conferences are available over the next few months for those interested in adult faith formation, including the “Gospel of Life Conference” and the “Castelot Summer Scripture” series.  See www.aodonline.org for more information. 

3. Erik Coules, Campus Youth Minister, would like to attend all vicariate parish graduation ceremonies in order to pass out copies of “Keeping the Faith in College” – please contact him at Coules.Erik@aod.org.
4. Even though there is a surplus this year, the decision was made by the VPC to keep the Vicariate budget (and parish contributions) at the current level; the topic will be revisited next year.  Pastors in the Vicariate are already in agreement. 

5. Three priests have been nominated to serve as Vicar once Fr. David Burgard’s term expires in June.  The final selection has yet to be made by Cardinal Maida. 

6. Once approved, the complete minutes are available on the Vicariate website, http://www.bluewatervicariate.org/
PASTOR’S REPORT
1.  Maritime Days is Memorial Day weekend.  Fr. Jim is looking forward to his first experience with this event.
2. Fr. Lee Acervo’s ordination was this past Saturday (May 10th).  He’ll be here next weekend for his Masses of Thanksgiving.  He has been assigned to Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish in Plymouth.

3. Additional Parish Council Meeting:  Stewardship Commission will meet June 3rd at 4 p.m. to go over the budget report.  Parish Council will meet June 9th to approve the budget. 
4. Denial of Lease to Franciscan Sisters:  No agreement could be made between the sisters and the parish with regard to leasing St. Mark as a retreat center because they would need the entire activity center as well as the rectory.  The sisters had wanted to lease from the parish indefinitely.
(The rectory at St. Mark will host retired priests who come to say Mass at St. Mark instead.)

5. Meeting with Consulters:  Fr. Jim met with the consulters on Wednesday (May 7th).   Fr. asked for permission to purchase the two homes and for Cardinal Mooney to begin their addition.

A. Cardinal Mooney will begin their addition in August.

B. AOD is willing to buy both homes that we have been considering.  Unfortunately, the property adjacent to Cardinal Mooney High School has already been purchased by someone else. (This happened in October—but no one from the building commission was aware of this despite the fact that they repeatedly inquired about the status of the house.)  If that piece of property goes up for sale in the future, the AOD will purchase it.
C.  The AOD is going to purchase the second house (next to the first property) and the priests living there will pay rent on it to the archdiocese.  No additional loans or costs will be incurred by the parish.  Fr. Jim believes that the offer on the second house made this past Friday will be accepted.

D. Fr. Jim explained to the consulters that the parish could not afford to purchase the properties itself because the moneys that our parish has are allocated for specific projects (i.e. Capital Campaign funds are for the new boiler, etc.; St. Catherine funds are for an addition to the Activity Center, the plans for which Larry Nichols will begin working on this summer; and St. Mark funds are for the dock project, bathroom renovations, and landscaping). 
COMMISSION REPORTS  
1. Stewardship Commission:  Meeting in June to go over final projects and the budget report.

2. Christian Service Commission:  
Sandy Malik reported:

A. Blood Drive: Pleased with turn-out from the blood drive at the Holy Cross site April 20th.  40 people registered and they collected 37 units. 

B. Conkerr Cancer:  The project of sewing colorful pillowcases for cancer victims is still on-going.  A representative from Conkerr Cancer reported to the OLR Christian Service Commission that more than 500 pillowcases have been collected—more than 300 have come from us!  Next sewing date is May 15th. 
C. “Kids in Distress Services” Collection:  The St. Clair-based program has funds to pay its rent and utilities through August only.  It is funded strictly through donations—not government-funded in any way.  The Christian Service Commission will have a collection this weekend, May 17-18, at all Masses and at all sites.

D.  Blood Drive:  June 29th at the St. Catherine site from 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

E. Next Meeting: May 13th after 9 a.m. Mass at St. Catherine.

Barbara Susan sent in a report from the Social Justice Committee:  

FIRST and SECOND QUARTER ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS:

F.  Season of Nonviolence, Jan. 30 – Apr. 4:  Angela Rochon, Aline Irvine, and Barbara Susan attended the opening ceremonies for this group. Barbara has been providing updates on this action for the weekly bulletin.  The Family Pledge of Nonviolence was included in the bulletin.

G. World Day of Prayer:  Martha Kessel was our representative for this annual event on March 7th.  Articles were printed in the bulletin.

H. Cover the Uninsured, Apr. 27 – May 4:  Regular columns ran in the bulletin.  Information was available for parishioners in the gathering area of all parish locations.

I. SiCKO Movie:  Sr. Mary Ann has a copy.  Dates to be scheduled for showings at all locations.

J. FaithfulCitizenship.org:  Website provided by the USCCB, providing information on Catholic social teaching and practical ways to “live out your commitment to faithful citizenship.”  Website to be reviewed to determine how we can use this information to inform and encourage our parishioners to be socially active.

K. Regular Activities:  Action alerts are sent to members of the Social Justice Committee and other members of the Christian Service Commission (unless requested not to send) as received from Michael W. Hovey, Director, Office for Catholic Social Teaching and Assistant Advisor for Ecumenical and Interfaith Affairs, and selected other groups such as Africa Action.

Mary Endres reported:

L. Vicariate Christian Service Meeting:  Mary attended the vicariate meeting where several topics were discussed—Conkerr Cancer pillowcases and prayer blankets were among them.  Lori McGlinnen from the AOD was in attendance.
M. Graduation Masses:  Things have been readied for the Masses June 1st and June 8th.  The Bibles have been wrapped and Fr. Jim has written a letter of welcome to each graduate.

N.  Compilation of Services:  The AOD is making a list of services available in and around our parishes.  The list will take some time to compile.  
OLD BUSINESS  
1. PC Membership Record:  Catherine Nutter requested each PC member indicate on a chart the years that he/she has served on the council since the parishes clustered.  This will serve as a record of when each member’s term is over.
2. “Protecting God’s Children” Workshop:  Bobbi Ivan reminded everyone that this mandatory program is being offered again on May 15th.  A list of organizations whose members should attend has been compiled.  Basically, anyone involved with any volunteering is required to go.  Information has been published in the bulletin.

3. Parish Mission Statement:  On May 2nd, Midge Fannon, Mike Rector, Catherine Nutter, and Paul and Bobbi Ivan met to discuss and revise the parish’s mission statement.  Midge shared their suggestion for a new statement with the council.  After some additional input and adjustments, a new parish mission statement was agreed upon.  

Our Lady on the River Parish’s Mission Statement
We the people of Our Lady on the River Parish state in a common voice that we are a united Catholic community, bringing together three unique sites, each one being essential to the whole.

We welcome all people into our community.  We support the human and spiritual needs of each person with dignity, which strengthens our bond as members of one Body sustained by the Eucharist.                                             (cont.)
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to the formation in our Catholic faith at all ages.  We will provide a deep and firm foundation for our youth through Catholic education and good example.

We reach out to the greater community through our acts of service and prayer through the intercession of Mary, our Blessed Mother.

NEW BUSINESS/MEMBER REPORTS  
1. Parish Council’s Role in Approving the Budget Report:  Ralph Buchman asked if the budget would be available to examine before the June 9th meeting.  Fr. Jim explained that although Parish Council’s approval of the budget is mandatory for the functioning of the parish, it is the Stewardship Commission who is responsible for the details of the budget.  Fr. Jim said it might be possible to send out copies in advance.  Ralph asked if someone from the Stewardship Commission would be present at our June 9 meeting to answer questions.  Fr. Jim said he hoped someone from each site might attend.
2. Setting Up an Honor-System Library:  Mary Patrick suggested setting up bookshelves at each site using some extra books (not currently being utilized) that have come into her possession over the years as the librarian of Cardinal Mooney.  The books are of an adult-level spiritual content.  Fr. Jim said Mary could set something up.   Parishioners could also donate unused books of their own.
3. Appreciation Dinner Thank-you:  Ralph Buchman thanked Fr. Jim and the staff for a really nice Appreciation Dinner.  

CONCLUDING PRAYER  At 8:28 p.m. Mary Endres read from Colossians:
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness and humility, gentleness and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another.

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Nutter

Parish Council Secretary
                         
Next meeting: Monday, June 9, 2008, 6:30 at Holy Cross
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